
  

FOREST HILLS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Your LINK to Family and Friends in the Faith 
 

April 2017 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 1 John 4:7 

 
This was part of one of my reflections on our Lenten devotionals but I think as we get closer to the cross, it 

bears repeating.  There has been a debate in the church for many years about belonging, believing, and     

behaving and which comes first.  It used to be that the accepted order was - behave, believe, belong (you 

must behave correctly first, so you can believe and then we will let you belong).  But many of us in ministry 

now believe this formula is backwards. It should be - belong, believe, behave.  

I saw a great article that articulated this argument in Revelant.  It said that contrary to popular opinion, a 

sense of belonging really helps with belief.  In our devotional readings, we have seen Jesus reach out to those 

whom other folks would never even acknowledge—people like Matthew the tax collector and the Samaritan 

woman, not to mention his mother, Mary, an unwed, pregnant teenager.  Still others scorned by polite       

society -- lepers, blind men and the demon-possessed, are yet to come in our readings.   Jesus let these      

individuals know that they belonged in God’s kingdom—that he loved them regardless of their sin and     

behavior, even if they chose not to change.  

One of the most powerful verses comes from the story of Jesus' encounter with the rich young ruler when 

this man chose riches over Jesus.  Even knowing that this man would not give up what was coming between 

him and God, scripture says that "Jesus looked at him and loved him."  

When people receive the love of God, when they get that unconditional sense of belonging, that is what 

gives them the momentum to believe.  Then because they believe, they start behaving in ways that would 

make Jesus proud.  Remember Zacchaeus the tax collector?  Once he felt a sense of belonging, once he  

started to believe Jesus, he proclaimed, “half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have 

defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much" (Luke 19:8).  Wow – talk about            

behaving!   

Come to think of it, maybe the formula really should be:  Be Loved, Belong, 

Believe and Behave. 

Grace & Peace, 

Claudia 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  

John 3:16 
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 Calendar of April Events 

          
     Saturday, Apr. 1        
     April Fool’s Day 
     College Students’ Picture Fundraiser 
 
    Sunday, Apr. 2  
      Easter Camp K-5th (Larrick Hall)              9:15 am             
      Worship Service (Sanctuary)                    10:30 am 
      Communion/Homebound Communion 
      Confirmation Class/Session Luncheon     11:45 am                               
            
    Monday, Apr. 3 
       Facilities Committee (Larrick Hall)          6:45 pm 
       Worship Committee (Larrick Hall)           7:00 pm 
       Membership Care (Room 15)                    7:00 pm 
       Outreach (Pastor’s Office)                        7:00 pm 
 
    Tuesday, Apr. 4 
      Crafters (Craft Cottage)               9:00 am-9:00 pm 
      Personnel Committee (Pastor’s Office)     6:00 pm 
      Cub Scouts (Room 1,4,15, Youth Room)  6:45 pm 
      Christian Education (Room 2)                   7:00 pm 
      Spanish Class (Larrick Hall)                      7:30 pm 
 
    Wednesday, Apr. 5 
       PW Council                                              4:45 pm 
       Lenten Study (Larrick Hall)                     6:30 pm 
 
    Thursday, Apr. 6 
       ND 1829 College Meeting                       7:00 pm 
 
    Friday, Apr. 7 
      Furniture Friday                       10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 
    Saturday, Apr. 8 
      Time Apart (Chapel, Larrick Hall)          11:00 am 
 
    Sunday, Apr. 9  Palm Sunday 
      Easter Camp K-5th (Larrick Hall)             9:15 am 
      Worship Service (Sanctuary)                   10:30 am 
      Confirmation  Recognition                      10:30 am            
     
    Tuesday, Apr. 11     
      Crafters (Craft Cottage)             9:00 am - 9:00 pm   
      Finance Committee (Pastor’s Office)        6:00 pm 
      Cub Scouts (Room 1,4,15, Youth Room)  6:45 pm 
 
    Thursday, Apr. 13  Maundy Thursday 
       Dinner (Larrick Hall)                                6:00 pm 
       Maundy Thursday Service (Sanctuary)    6:30 pm      
 
    Friday, Apr. 14  Good Friday 
      Furniture Friday                       10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
      No School 
     

          
      
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Sunday, Apr. 16  Easter Sunday 
    Early Service in Memory Garden         7:30 am   
    Easter Camp K-5th (Larrick Hall)        9:15 am 
    Breakfast (Larrick Hall)                        8:30 am  
    Worship Service (Sanctuary)              10:30 am  
    3 Cents a Meal Collection 
     
  Tuesday, Apr. 18 
    Crafters (Craft Cottage)        9:00 am - 9:00 pm  
    Cub Scouts (Larrick Hall)                     6:45 pm 
    Spanish Class (Larrick Hall)                 7:30 pm 
  
  Thursday, Apr. 20 
     ND1829 College Meeting                    7:00 pm 
  
  Friday, Apr. 21 
     Furniture Friday                  10:00 am– 2:00 pm 
 
  Sunday, Apr. 23 
     Worship Service (Sanctuary)              10:30 am  
      Learning Center Board (Room 1)      11:45 am 
 
  Tuesday, Apr. 25 
      Crafters (Craft Cottage)        9:00 am - 9:00 pm 
      PW Harmony Circle (Larrick Hall)       9:30 am 
      Cub Scouts (Larrick Hall)                     6:45 pm 
      Spanish Class (Room15)                       7:30 pm 
 
  Thursday, Apr. 27 
       PW University Circle (UV)                 1:00 pm 
       PW Peace Circle (Room 15)                7:00 pm 
       ND 1829 College Meeting                   7:00 pm 
 
  Friday, Apr. 28 
       FHES Brave of the Month                   7:30 am 
       Furniture Friday                 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 
  Saturday, Apr. 29 
       Session Retreat (Palms of St. Pete) (9:00-3:00) 
 
  Sunday, Apr. 30 Youth Sunday 
       Worship Service (Sanctuary)              10:30 am 
       5th Sunday Luncheon (Larrick Hall)  11:45 am 

Wishing you a happy  and 

blessed Easter! 
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April Events 

  

                             

       

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 Dinner at 6:00 p.m., followed by a program at 6:30 p.m. 

Apr . 5      Taco Casserole 

                  Program:  Pastor Claudia’s Lenten Series                

Thursday, Apr.  13    Chicken Pot Pie 

                  Program:  Maundy Thursday Service               

Apr.  19    Beef Stroganoff 

                  Program:  Tampa Port Ministry                 

Apr.  26    Chili over  Rice     

                  Program: Synthetic Human Body Parts 

Dinners are $6.00 for adults, $3.00 for school age children,      

and children under 5 are free.  Everyone is welcome ! 

April 16th 

  7:30 am  Early Service in the  

                  Memory Garden 

  8:30 am  Breakfast in Larrick Hall 

  9:15 am  Easter Camp (K-5th) 

10:30 am  Service in the Sanctuary 

 Come celebrate the risen Christ! 

 

 

 

                   

 

             

 

Palm Sunday Service 

Sunday, April 9th at 10:30 am 

The children will parade down the aisle 

saying “Hosanna” and waving their palm 

fronds as we begin Holy Week.  We will 

also be celebrating our students who have 

completed their confirmation program. 

“Blessed is the one who comes in the name   

of the Lord.”  Matthew 23:39 

 

Thursday, April 13th 

6:30 pm 

Larrick Hall 

We continue  our Holy Week services with the 

very powerful Maundy Thursday service where 

we observe the Last Supper before Jesus was 

betrayed.  Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm 

(there will be no dinner on Wednesday night), 

followed by a drama presentation.  Please make 

your dinner reservation on Sunday, April 9th 

during worship or at anytime by calling the 

church office.  Join us for this special evening 

of worship. 
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  Christian Education 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Easter Camp continues!! 

       Attention all K through 5th grade students 

    Sundays on April 2nd and April 9th 

    (Time of the camp on April 16th to be              
 announced) 

Location:   Larrick Hall 

Crafts, Games, Bible Stories, Snacks, and much 
more! 

Easter camp begins each Sunday morning at  
9:15 am and continues through the morning until 
11:30 am.  Parents are encouraged to bring their children at 9:15 so they can enjoy 
the whole program.  (Parents can enjoy one of the great Sunday School classes as 
well!) 

                                  Hope to see you at camp!!!      

                                             There’s a Sunday School Class Just for You! 

Sunday School is off to a big start in 2017 and we hope you will join us! Our  classes meet each Sunday 

from 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. , with one change in our  schedule. 

Most of the Youth will be involved in Confirmation Class each Sunday so Youth Sunday School, grades 

6-12 will not meet again until April 16th.  If your youth is not one of the confirmands, they are more than 

welcome to attend an adult class. 

Classes starting Sunday, January 8th: 

Nursery - Infant through Pre-K meets in church         

       nursery 

Primary Grades - K-5 meets in Room 14 

Adult Wired Word meets in Room 1 

Adult Over the Cup meets in Room 15                             

Children’s Church will continue to meet during the           

worship  service.  Children K-5th grade will leave 

the  service with an adult during the first hymn. 

Plant a seed of faith to grow in your faith 

with a Sunday School class! 
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New Direction (ND) - Youth & College  
 

                                                 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

                                                 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.   

  

. 

 

 

 

Spring Break is gone but Easter is coming this month and there is no doubt spring is here! Spring is a 

wonderful season in which we observe and celebrate new life bursting forth all around us, and Jesus’ 

resurrection reminds us that there’s no reason that new life has to be limited to leaves, and flowers, and 

grass. Jesus gave up his life on the cross in order to make a new life- free of our sins, guilt and shame- 

possible for us. Youth group will meet at our regular time (6:30-8:30pm) each Wednesday and College on 

Thursdays (7:00-9:00pm) during the month of April. Please just note a couple of things.  

 

COLLEGE PHOTO SHOOT FUNDRAISER - April  1st - starts at 9:30 am. Please meet at Larr ick 

Hall. For more info please contact Emily Alonso at  emilya531@gmail.com  or Gigi at (813-451-2604). 

Please help the College students go to Montrek - NC for a mission experience. 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS - April 2nd - Last class and Luncheon with 

Session. Dear Confirmands, be aware that Session members are studying for 

the Jeopardy game. They don’t want to lose like they did on the last 

confirmation class.  The ball is in your field now. Go over the material. 

 

YOUTH GROUP April 12th - Please note there will be no dinner or 

Wednesday Night on this day. However, Youth will meet to finalize details for 

the Maundy Thursday play . Pizza will be served. Please bring $3 to help with 

the cost. Meet at 6:00 pm in the Youth Room.  

 

A schedule for Youth/College Sunday Rehearsals (Reading and Praise Band) will be posted in the  Narthex 

and on Facebook Group. Everybody (Youth and College) is encouraged and invited to participate. The 

theme is “I am the Missing Piece”  and the dress rehearsal will be on  Wednesday April 26th  - 6:30-9:00pm 

in the Sanctuary. See you there!  

 Gigi Marciano-Smith, Youth Director. 

2016 Youth/College Sunday Official Pic  —  YOU ARE INVITED TO BE IN THE 2017 PICTURE !!!!                                         
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 Rounding out the month... 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth & College Sunday 

Worship Service 

April 30th 10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You won’t want to miss one of  our most       

popular and creative services of the year,        

presented by our Youth and College students.  

This year’s theme is “I Am the Missing Piece.” 

       

  5th Sunday  

  Luncheon 

  April 30th  

No need to rush home after worship on April 30th!  

Join us in Larrick Hall for our 5th Sunday Potluck 

Luncheon.  Bring your favorite dish to share and 

enjoy the conversation of family and friends. 

You will also get to extend comments and thanks 

to the Youth who will be leading worship that day. 

                       “OVER THE CUP “ 

     Adult Sunday School Classes for April 

  

“Final Words From the Cross” 

          By Adam Hamilton 

continues through April 23rd 

 

 

“Vanishing Grace” 

          By Philip Yancey 

begins on April 30th 

 

Sunday School starts at 9:15  

      Come join us for an enjoyable study hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first Tuesday of each month the men of the 

church meet for a good breakfast and Bible study.  

It’s great way to begin the new month.  They are 

currently studying the book of Acts.  If you have 

any questions or would like more information, 

contact Reg  Dickey (813) 541-6473.  Their next 

meeting is:    April 4th at 6:30 am 

                      Mama’s Kitchen 

                      9312 N. Florida Ave. 
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                               And into the future...             

                       

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                          
        

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                    

Cedarkirk comes to FHPC!! 

The staff of Cedarkirk will bring their summer camp     

program to our church campus on June 5th - June 9th.  

This is a faith based day program for kids completing 

grades K-5. 

Campers will participate in large and small group games, 

arts and crafts projects, sing camp songs, learn about our 

world and how to care for it, and feel loved and valued as 

individuals and as part of a community of faith. 

The camp fee is $25.00 and a registration form must be 

completed.  Registration packets are available during    

Children’s Church and Sunday School, in the narthex and 

the church office. Space is limited so be sure to get your 

reservation in soon for this great camp! 

A Confirmand’s Journey 

Reg Dickey teaches a class to the students 

going through the confirmation process.  

Students had to attend many weeks of such 

classes and even do homework!  Thanks to 

all the teachers and parents who helped 

make this program a success.  The students 

will reach the end of this important part of 

their faith journey on Palm Sunday when 

they are acknowledged by the congregation 

during worship.  They are most deserving 

of becoming new members! 

                                                                               www.foresthillstampa.church 

                         A group of  dedicated members have been quietly but industriously working                

                                             on  our new  website, along with Rev. David  Baker  and his company, IOE  

                                             (Internet Outreach Experts).  Very soon you will be able to see the first level  

                                             edition of all their hard work.  Some of the things you will be able to see: 

                                             - General information about the church tailored for both members and visitors 

                                                                                          - Audio access to weekly sermons 

                                              - The church calendar and upcoming events 

                                              - Ways you can connect to activities in the church 

                                              - Great pictures of people and events at the church 

The new website is coming into its final editing stage and we will let you know soon when you can see 

the  exciting new presentation.   Thanks to all who worked on this new site which will bring our church 

into the “new” present and all the possibilities of the future. 
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   Women of the Church …..   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Stay connected to all your friends and events 

at the church through our Facebook page! 

Come learn, nurture your faith 

and make new friends in one 

of the Circle meetings as we 

continue our study of “Who is 

Jesus”? as    presented through 

different biblical voices.     

Pastor Claudia leads the study. 

 

University Circle: Thurs. Apr . 27th at 1:00 

pm                      at University Village 

Peace Circle:         Thurs. Apr . 27 at 7:00 pm 

in                                       Room 15 

Harmony Circle:   Tues. Apr . 25th at 9:30 am 

in                          Larrick Hall 

The Craft Compound is Buzzing! 

Crafters meet every Tuesday 

9:00 am - 9:00 pm 

Furniture Friday is every Friday    

10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is something to do for every level of      

talent and a warm welcome of fellowship. The 

Bazaar is just months away and there’s lots to 

do!  Come join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A TIME APART 

A time of fellowship and worship for women 

Saturday, April 8th 

Compher Chapel 

Service starts at 11 a.m. followed by 

a luncheon in Larrick Hall 

 

During Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of 

our Savior.  Lent leads us in our preparation to  

celebrate His resurrection.  A difference between 

the two seasons is Holy Week, starting on Palm 

Sunday.  It is a time to recognize Jesus’ sacrifice 

on the cross to save us all.  And, a time to          

remember the events of His last week on earth and 

His rising from the tomb. 

All women are invited and encouraged to join us in 

this time of worship set apart from our daily       

routine to remember, reflect on and retrace the 

events that led up to the resurrection of our Lord. 

Following this special worship time, we will all 

gather for a time of fellowship and lunch in Larrick 

Hall.  Please bring a salad to share and  guests are 

encouraged to attend. 
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                                        Learning Center 

 The kids are excited about the upcoming Easter season when 

they will have parties and Easter egg hunts.  They enjoyed the 

Spring Break week learning about nature and planting seeds, 

and jumping in the Bounce House.  The school will be closed 

on Good Friday in observance of the holiday. 

 

We congratulate teacher Ms. Yashekia who just had a baby 

boy!  Another teacher is expecting in May, so Ms. Deborah 

suggests you “might not want to drink the water”. 

 

A lot of planning is going on in anticipation of the Cedarkirk 

summer camp the first week of June, graduation at the end of 

May, summer fun and of course, parent/teacher conferences. 

 

Many people have asked “what do you need?”  In preparing for 

the summer programs here are things that we could really use: 

 Bubbles                      Construction Paper           Games 

 Pencils                        Popsicle Sticks                 Toys 

 Markers                      Cotton Balls                      Umbrellas    

 Copy Paper                 Stickers 

 Glue                            Sidewalk Chalk 

 Popsicle Sticks           Balls 

 

As always, we thank you for your continued support of the Learning Center.  Come visit! 

Deborah Devane, Director 
 

 

 

The Forest Hills congregation continues to be loving and very GENEROUS...50 full bags of food were 

delivered from the church to the Forest Hills Elementary School the week prior to spring break.  This 

donation was then distributed to the most needy families whose children attend the school.  The school 

staff was very appreciative of our continued support and wanted to be certain to thank all the members 

who contributed to this effort.  THANK YOU ALL! 

The end of the school year will be coming soon and that means the 5th grade students will be moving on 

to middle school next year.  We are looking for about 60 small stuffed animals (beanie baby size) to  

include in their farewell gift at the end of the year. 

               Outreach at Forest Hills Elementary 

Just too cute… students are getting 

ready for their weekly ballet class  in 

Larrick Hall 
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Around the Church             

 

 

 

Is this a crime scene?! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No doubt about it! 

Actually, despite all the yellow caution tape, 

thanks to Brad Bush, his father,  Brad Sr. and 

Emily Alonso some much needed tile work was 

recently    completed at the front entrance to the 

sanctuary.  A fresh new look to welcome   

members and guests!          

You can’t help but notice the artistic additions 

to the front of the Craft House and the  well 

landscaped entranceway.  Just a taste of the  

excitement taking place inside! 

During the worship service on  March 12th 

member Judy Raab performed a beautiful 

rendition of  “Be Thou My Vision” on the 

harp.  Judy is a certified music practitioner 

and works through the pastoral/spiritual care 

departments at four Tampa hospitals        

(St. Joe’s and Florida Hospital) playing 

room to room for patients, staff and         

families.  She is a graduate student at the        

University of   Florida working on a      

Master’s degree in the Arts in Medicine.  

Great example of using God given talents to 

bring the peace of God to others 

Save your change for the 

3 Cents a Meal Collection 

on Easter Sunday 
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APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 

 01 Jean LaFevers 

            03        Shirley Harris 

            04 Amber Toskas 

  Kristin Bowles 

 05 Chase Patterson 

 07 Joe Bremer 

 09 Robert Murray 

  Clare Humphries 

 12 Sanje Johnson  

 16 Dorothy Suttle 

 17 Ouida Chin 

  Anne Laurel 

 18 Frank Thomas 

  Alec Jackson 

 20 June Williamson 

  Carol Nelson 

  James Wingfield 

 21 John Day 

  Jane Vent 

  Rita Pape 

  Ellen Wydo 

  Matthew Lewicki 

  Cherry Ross   

 23 Evan Calwhite 

 27 Franklin Shrikissoon 

 28 Alyson Moore 

                                                Our Family  

    

 

 

On Sunday, March 12th the following new    mem-

bers were received before the congregation: 

David, Elyse, (McKenzie) DeLoach 

Darlene, Megan (Mack) Ramputi 

Scott, Kara (Cora, Owen) DeGraff 

On Sunday, March 26th the following new    mem-

bers were received before the congregation: 

Don McCaskill 

Tom and Barbara Yarbrough 

Shelby Mittleman 

Dottie (husband Chris, Kellon,CJ,Will) Milana 

 (But these folks really 

DO have  birthdays in 

April.  Happy Birthday to 

all!! Wish them well!) 

 

 

Kelli Rivera has changed her email address: 

         Kjeirivera@gmail.com 

Please add to your directory: 

          Tom and Barbara Yarbrough 

          4538 W. Clifton Street 

          Tampa, Florida 33612 

           (813) 885-6627 

           Shelby Mittleman 

           4505 Shadberry Drive 

           Tampa, Florida 33624 

           shelbymittleman@yahoo.com 

            (813) 417-6117 

 

            Address for Chris and Dottie Milana 

            10502 Lacera Drive 

            Tampa, Florida 33618 
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  F O R E S T   H I L L S  

  Presbyterian Church 

  709 W. Linebaugh Ave.  

  Tampa, FL  33612 

   Phone: (813) 932-6149  

     

    

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

   We’re on Social Media! 

   Follow us on: 

   Website:    www.foresthillstampa.church     

   Facebook: www.facebook.com/ForestHillsPresbyterianChurchTampa 

   

GET 

LINKED 
NON PROFIT 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 287 

Tampa, FL 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

THE LINK - April 2017  

 

 

 

 

     

          Join us for worship during Holy Week 

Time Apart Service for Women 

    Saturday, April 8th 11:00 am 

Palm Sunday Serice 

    Sunday, April 9th 10:30 am 

Maundy Thursday Service 

   Wednesay, April 13th 6:30 pm 

   Dinner at 6:00 pm 

Easter Sunday Services 

Early Garden Service 7:30 am 

Easter Breakfast         8:30 am 

Easter Camp  (K-5th) 9:15 am 

Traditional Service   10:30 am 
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